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Thank You, MAC
By Nikki Potter, 2011 recipient of the  
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students
My first experience with archives 
began in high school when I 
needed to do research for a paper 
on orphan trains for a history 
class, and I could not believe the 
vast amount of resources avail-
able. I was hooked and have pro-
ceeded to become a participant 
in the archives world. Although 
there are various career paths for 
an archivist, I knew what I wanted to pursue: to either 
work in women’s studies archives or with women’s papers.
To begin my education in this field, I earned my under-
graduate degree from the University of Kansas with majors 
in women’s studies and history, with a minor in business. 
I possess the background knowledge and interest required 
for this line of work and am currently learning the skills 
necessary to become an effective archivist. In the future, 
I hope to come up with means to improve research in the 
field of women’s studies. Throughout history, women’s 
lives have been under-documented, and it is enlightening 
to discover what archives are lacking in this area. While 
many institutions possess documents relating to women’s 
studies, they are often buried within other collections. It 
is therefore difficult to research the subject and additional 
attention is required to find sources in those collections.
In addition to my education, I have volunteered and 
worked at various archives to gain different types of experi-
ence. Over the summer, I worked as an archives intern at 
the Robert J. Dole Institute of Politics at the University 
of Kansas and had an amazing experience with congres-
sional papers. Working with more modern collections 
has altered my perspective on archives as a whole, and I 
am excited to channel this new knowledge and thirst for 
information into a field about which I am passionate. So, 
thank you, MAC, for all the support you have provided me 
and my fellow students. You understand the importance 
of educational and professional encouragement in this 
competitive occupation, and I appreciate the opportunity 
you have afforded me to further my education.
Thank You, MAC
By Emily Walters, 2011 recipient of the  
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees
Thank you, MAC, for the op-
portunity to attend this year’s 
annual meeting in St. Paul, Min-
nesota. As a new archivist, the 
chance to attend a professional 
meeting of MAC’s caliber was 
incredibly valuable.
This year’s annual meeting 
coincided with the end of my 
first year out of library school and my first year as project 
manager for the Changing the Landscape project at 
North Carolina State University Libraries. Changing the 
Landscape: Exposing the Legacy of Modernist Architects and 
Landscape Architects is a two-year, Council on Library and 
Information Resources (CLIR)-funded project to arrange 
and describe the collections of six influential modernist 
architects and landscape architects. 
What a great way to celebrate the end of the year! I was 
thrilled to have the opportunity to learn from others in the 
field, as well as to present the work we have accomplished 
in this first year of the grant. I was particularly grateful 
to attend sessions about E-records work flows and born-
digital materials, as these are areas of personal interest.
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